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TAGS:  SENV  AORC  PREL  EAGR  EAID  ECON 

SUBJECT:  AUSTRALIA  AGREES  ZIMBABWE  NOT  APPROPRIATE  AS 
CDS-16  CHAIR 

REF:  STATE  40180 

1.1.  United  Nations  and  Commonwealth  Section,  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  Trade  (DFAT)  confirmed  on  April  18  that 
Australia  had  reached  the  same  conclusions  as  the  U.S. 
regarding  the  inappropriateness  of  Zimbabwe's  chairmanship  of 
the  UN  Commission  on  Sustainable  Development  (CSD-16).  They 
will  not  send  representation  at  the  Ministerial  level. 

12.  The  Australian  delegation  will  not  include  representation 
from  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Trade,  AusAID  or 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Forestry.  There 
will  be  one  First  Secretary  level  representative  from  the 
Department  of  Environment,  Heritage,  Water  and  the  Arts  as 
well  as  a yet  to  be  confirmed  "consultant",  probably  a 
retired  public  servant  with  an  environmental  background. 
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